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COUNCILMEMBER 
KENYAN R. MCDUFFIE 

From neighborhood walkthroughs, a public safety summit, and meetings of the 

Senior Advisory Council, throughout 2013 Councilmember Kenyan McDuffie was 

actively engaged with the community in every Ward 5 neighborhood .   

Community Relations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Support for Seniors 
 

Councilmember 
McDuffie established 
the Ward 5 Senior Ad-
visory Council 
(W5SAC) to better 
engage one of our 
most important popu-
lations. The W5SAC, 
comprised of seniors 
from across the Ward, 
meets on a regular 
basis to discuss hous-
ing, transportation, 
and other issues af 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
fecting seniors. Based  
on priorities identi-
fied through the 
W5SAC, the Coun-
cilmember ushered in 
a $5.8 million in-
crease in the Office on 
Aging’s budget and 
directed funds from 
his Committee, Gov-
ernment Operations, 
to meet the needs of 
the District’s seniors. 
He also funded the 
following programs  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
for seniors: 
 $165,000 to 

support the hiring 
of staff at Seabury; 

 $250,000 to the 
Office on Aging to 
support ward-
based services for 
seniors; and 

 $95,000 to the 
Washington El-
derly Handi-
capped Transpor-
tation Service to 
expand transpor-
tation services. 
 

2013: A Year of Service 

Neighborhood Walkthroughs 
  

Since taking office, Coun-
cilmember McDuffie has con-
ducted a number of community 
walk-throughs to address con-
stituent concerns across Ward 
5. During each walk-through, 
the Councilmember is joined by 
directors and representatives of 
various D.C. government agen-
cies, Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissioners, civic associa-
tions, and other community 
stakeholders. These events al-
low the Councilmember and 
residents to share their long-
standing service requests and 
concerns to agency officials. In 
2013,  Councilmember McDuffie 
conducted walk-throughs in 
Bates, Brentwood, Brookland, 
Edgewood, Gateway, Langdon/
Woodridge, Langston/Carver 
Terrace, and Trinidad.  
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Community Relations 

Public Safety 
 

 To address concerns of vio-
lent crimes last summer, 
Councilmember McDuffie 
hosted a public safety forum 
with the Deputy Mayor for 
Public Safety and Justice, Paul 
Quander, MPD Chief Cathy 
Lanier, and other key criminal 
justice personnel.  

 

 As a result of an increase in 
crimes at Metro stations, 
Councilmember McDuffie ini-
tiated a meeting in the fall 
with Metro Transit Police De-
partment Chief Ronald Pavlik 
to discuss actions being taken 
to address public safety con-
cerns.  

 

 In response to a series of vio-
lent incidents, Councilmem-
ber McDuffie conducted a 
safety walk in Trinidad, re-
quested a strategic plan for 
reducing violent crimes, and 
arranged for additional re-
sources to be dispatched to 
the neighborhood. 

First Street Tunnel &  
Consolidated Utility Work  

 

 Since taking office, Coun-
cilmember McDuffie has suc-
cessfully dedicated resources 
to address systemic flooding 
in neighborhoods such as 
Bloomingdale, Edgewood, 
Eckington, and LeDroit Park. 

 

 This past December, the 
Councilmember reaffirmed 
his commitment to those 
neighborhoods by hosting an 
update meeting on the First 
Street Tunnel Project and 
consolidated utility work. The 
meeting provided residents 
with the opportunity to hear 
from D.C. Water and utility 
companies on the infrastruc-
ture construction. Represent-
atives from the Department of 
Health, District Department of 
Transportation, D.C. Water, 
Washington Gas, and PEPCO 
provided updates and fielded 
questions from attendees. 

 

Giving Back to Residents  
 

 Councilmember McDuffie 
joined community leaders and 
non-profits to provide school 
supplies to students in need. 
The giveaways took place 
across the Ward and 
equipped hundreds of fami-
lies with necessary supplies 
to excel in the classroom. 

 

 In November, the Coun-
cilmember partnered with 
community stakeholders to 
provide over 400 families 
with Thanksgiving meals. He 
also delivered meals to senior 
citizens and disabled resi-
dents.  

 

 Councilmember McDuffie also 
hosted his second Annual 
Ward 5 Holiday Party. The 
event attracted over 300 resi-
dents and helped collect close 
to 100 toys for families in 
need. The toys were donated 
to the Women’s Wing Organi-
zation, which serves children 
of incarcerated parents. 

  

Volunteering with 

Food & Friends. 
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Business & Economic  Development 

Ward 5 Business Advisory 
Council  

Councilmember McDuffie is rein-
vigorating the Ward 5 Business 
Advisory Council to ensure that it 
is representative of the business 
community and serves as a plat-
form for outreach, planning, and 
business development.  
 

Brookland Beautification Small 
Grant Program 

 The Councilmember initiated, 
with the Office of Planning, 
the Brookland Beautification 
Small Grant Program. This 
program provides funding to 
support visually creative 

beautification projects along 
the 12th Street commercial 
corridor, Monroe Street, NE, 
and other significant public 
spaces in the neighborhood.  

 
Great Streets Program  

 Councilmember McDuffie in-
troduced and passed legisla-
tion declaring Bladensburg 
Rd., North Capitol St., and 
Rhode Island Ave. as “Retail 
Priority Areas.” As a result of 
this legislation, nine Ward 5 
businesses were awarded 
grants totaling nearly 
$740,000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Main Streets Program  
 Councilmember McDuffie also 

worked to enlarge the bound-
aries of the H Street Main 
Street to include Bladensburg 
and Benning Roads. This ex-
pansion extends critical sup-
port to small businesses along 
these corridors and bring 
more amenities to the Trini-
dad, Langston/Carver Ter-
race, and Arboretum neigh-
borhoods.  

 Councilmember McDuffie al-
located $200,000 to create a 
Rhode Island Ave. Main Street 
organization to support revi-
talization along the corridor. 
The Rhode Island Avenue 
Main Street is now operation-
al. 

 
RIA Transportation Improve-

ment Program  
 Councilmember McDuffie ap-

propriated $2 million for 
streetscape improvements 
along Rhode Island Avenue, 
from 4th Street to Eastern 
Ave. This is an extensive 28-
block effort to create a pedes-
trian-friendly environment 
with amenities such as en-
hanced paving, parking, light-
ing, trees, and green spaces. 

 

Councilmember McDuffie is dedicated to bringing 
jobs, business opportunities, and amenities to Ward 5. 
Under his leadership, 2013 was a banner year for 
business and economic development in the ward.  

Grand Opening of Zeke’s Coffee 

on Rhode Island Ave. 
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Antonial Atkins Recognition Resolution of 2013  
Councilmember McDuffie honored with a Ceremonial Resolution, Ward 5 resident Antonial Atkins for 
being recognized as the 2013 Metropolitan Police Department Officer of the Year. 

Housing Production Trust Fund Supplemental Funding Act of 2014  
This bill dedicates 25% of the city’s unreserved surplus to a fund that provides financing for the pro-
duction of affordable housing. Based on this bill, Councilmember McDuffie, the Mayor, and Chairman 
Mendelson recently announced a plan to dedicate half of any future surpluses to affordable housing. 

Disposition of District Land for Affordable Housing Amendment Act of 2013  
This bill requires that developers build a certain number of affordable units whenever District-owned 
land is sold to a developer for private multi-family residential development.  

Truth in Affordability Reporting Act of 2013 
This bill requires the District to measure the affordability of housing units against the District’s Medi-
an Family Income to determine whether the affordable housing created in the city is truly affordable. 

Air Quality Amendment Act of 2013  
This bill requires the District to improve its response to air quality complaints, develop criteria for de-
termining when emissions interfere with residents’ quality of life, and raises penalties for violations. 

Solid Waste Facility Permit Amendment Act of 2013 
This bill protects residents from poor operating conditions at solid waste facilities.  

Title IX Athletic Equity Act of 2013 
This bill aims to increase the quality and quantity of athletic opportunities for girls in the District’s 
public schools, where the girls’ sports participation rate is lowest in the country.  

Prohibition Against Selling Tobacco Products to Individuals Under 21 Amendment Act of 2013 
This bill increases the minimum age to purchase and possess tobacco products from 18 to 21 and 
would likewise prohibit retailers from selling tobacco products to persons under the age of 21.  

Supercans for Seniors Act of 2013 
Councilmember McDuffie introduced a bill making Supercan replacement free to seniors. His pro-
posal was adopted and expanded, and soon all residents will get new Supercans and recycling carts.  

Encouraging Economic Development through the Brewing and Distilling Industries  
The “District of Columbia Distillery Pub Licensure Act”, the “Manufacturers Sunday Sale Amendment 
Act”, and the “Manufacturers Sunday Tasting Permit Amendment Act”, provide the legislative frame-
work for a distillery pub license and to allow breweries to conduct tastings and sales on Sundays.  

Councilmember McDuffie has developed a dynamic legislative portfolio. In 2013, he was the 
primary author of 34 bills and co-introduced 103 bills. Below is a sampling of bills: 

Legislation 

http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20140124113558.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20140124095148.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20131206123158.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20130701171922.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20130701171855.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20140115094936.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20130927164612.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20131108092617.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20130117123139.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20131211145559.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20131211150012.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20131211150012.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20131211145456.pdf
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The Committee on Government Operations is responsible for matters 
relating to elections; government ethics; campaign finance; general 
services, personnel, including labor relations, employee appeals, and 
general administration of the District government; public utilities; 
maintenance of public buildings; property management, including the 
declaration of government property as no longer required for public 
purposes; grants management; government procurement; matters re-
garding Advisory Neighborhood Commissions; Latino, African, and 
Asian and Pacific Islander affairs; gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender affairs; issues related to women; and veterans affairs.   
 
Under Councilmember McDuffie’s leadership, in 2013, the Committee 
held twenty-eight public and oversight hearings and roundtables on 
matters relating to agency budgets and performance, legislation, and resolutions before the Council. 
 
Below is a sample of bills that, through the Government Operations Committee, Councilmember 
McDuffie introduced and passed: 
 
Campaign Finance Reform and Transparency Amendment Act of 2013 

Councilmember McDuffie authored and ushered through the Council a comprehensive campaign finance 

reform bill that closes the “LLC loophole,” increases transparency and reporting by campaigns and lobby-

ists, limits money order contributions, and increases penalties and fines for campaign finance violations. 
Board of Ethics and Government Accountability Amendment Act of 2013 

This bill expanded the newly formed Board of Ethics and Government Accountability’s (BEGA) abil-
ity to issue advisory opinions and expanded the range of penalties that the Board may impose. 

Prohibition on Government Employee Engagement in Political Activity Amendment Act of 2013 
 Also known as the “local Hatch Act”, this bill balances District government employees’ 1st Amend-

ment right to participate in political activity with the need to maintain an impartial government 
workforce. 

Party Officer Elections Emergency Amendment Act of 2013  
This bill paved the way for local parties to hold their local party elections this April. 

Community Renewable Energy Amendment Act of 2013 
This cutting-edge legislation opens the door for residents whose homes may not have been amena-
ble to solar installations, or who otherwise may not have been able to afford the upfront cost of solar 
panels, to take advantage of environmentally friendly and cost efficient solar energy. 

Electric Company Infrastructure Improvement Financing Act of 2013 
Also known as the “undergrounding bill,” this bill paves the way for the modernization of the Dis-
trict’s electrical grid by undergrounding up to 60 electrical feeders.  Importantly, Councilmember 
McDuffie amended this bill to include District resident hiring and Certified Business Enterprise goals 
from Pepco. 

With more than thirty District agencies and commissions under his purview, 
Councilmember McDuffie had a busy and productive year as Chair of the Committee on 
Government Operations.   

Committee on Government Operations 

http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20131216152209.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20131211154623.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20131211155011.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20131108095832.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20131003111525.pdf
http://dcclims1.dccouncil.us/images/00001/20140114124858.pdf
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Blog 

Visit KenyanMcDuffie.com/news for regular community and legisla-

tive updates. The blog is the Councilmember’s primary source of news 

and information. 

Monthly Email Newsletter 

The monthly newsletter covers office and community highlights.  

To subscribe, click “Join Our Newsletter” at KenyanMcDuffie.com 

 

Twitter 

Follow on Twitter: @CM_McDuffie 

Facebook 

Like on Facebook: facebook.com/KenyanRMcDuffie 

Instagram 

Follow on Instagram: CM_McDuffie 

In the fall of 2012, Councilmember McDuffie introduced the Ward 5 Industrial Land Transformation 
Task Force Act, legislation that contemplated the creation of a task force, led by the Office of Planning, 
which would develop a plan for the revitalization of Ward 5’s industrial land.  
 
Ward 5 holds the majority of the city’s industrial land, which presents both opportunities and challeng-
es. Residents who live near industrial land have for decades borne the difficulties arising from industrial 
activity. Notably, however, there are many responsible and successful industrial business owners who 
prize Ward 5’s industrial land as an affordable and flexible place to do business within the city’s bor-
ders. When envisioning the Task Force, easing the friction between these seemingly incompatible land 
uses – residential and industrial – and encouraging responsible companies, was the Councilmember’s 
top priority.  
 
Working with Mayor Vincent C. Gray, the Ward 5 Industrial Land Transformation Task Force was con-
vened via Executive Order in early 2013, and it immediately set to work. The Task Force met at a varie-
ty of sites across the Ward and held four focus groups. On September 30, 2013, the Councilmember held 
a Ward 5 Community Meeting to share information pertaining to the work performed by the Task 
Force. This event was attended by over 70 residents, as well as Mayor Gray. The event was also a plat-
form for resident to engage, ask questions, and provide input toward forthcoming recommendations. 
 
The Task Force’s report will begin an overdue discussion about capitalizing on the potential of Ward 5’s 
industrial land in a manner that accommodates both industrial and residential uses in close proximity. 
The report will address issues critical to residents, such as buffering between residential and industrial 
zones, the co-location of municipal uses, and possibilities for community amenities and commercial of-
ferings. The report also contemplates how to redefine urban industry to reflect the values of sustaina-
bility, economic diversification, and career-oriented workforce development. The Councilmember looks 
forward to sharing the report with the community later this year.  

Ward 5 Industrial Land Transformation Task Force 
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